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" 
STATEMENT OF SENATOR CLAIBORNE PELL 
THE NEED TO PROTECT 
ENDANGERED CULTURAL HERITAGE 
Mr. President. I rise to express my concern for the 
many historic and artistic sites around the world that are 
in grave danger through a growing range of threats from 
natural catastrophes and environmental deterioration to 
destructive acts of man. These magnificent sites are 
resources of great importance, not only for their spiritual 
and educational meaning, but also as valuable economic, 
social, and learning blocks for the global community. 
Through personal travel and my observations as a 
member of the Foreign Relations Committee and 
Honorary Chairman of the American Committee for 
Tyre, I have come to understand the value of preserving 
and protecting cultural heritage, especially in times of 
political upheaval or social change. In Cambodia, 
Vietnam and Croatia, we have seen that the use and 
abuse of culturally significant sites plays a large role in 
international relations. 
The actual number of endangered sites is being well-
documented by the World Monuments Fund, a United 
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States non-profit organization devoted to the 
conservation of cultural heritage on a worldwide scale 
that maintains an international listing of endangered 
sites. Within this country, the National Trust for 
Historic Preservation and the National Park Service 
work with the World Monuments Fund to track sites in 
need of conservation and rehabilitation. 
I believe that the United States is in a unique 
position to lead an effort among independent nations to 
protect the future of our cultural legacy worldwide. A 
timely response is critical to prevent further losses. This 
can be achieved through sustained funding to stabilize 
and strengthen the ability of local institutions to protect 
their cultural resources on a consistent and long-term 
basis. Conservation work must increase. Professionals 
need to be trained in cultural resource management, and 
the public needs to be instilled with a concern for the 
survival of our significant cultural heritage. 
I hope that the 105th Congress will take action to 
establish an endangered cultural heritage fund and am 
today introducing legislation to serve as a discussion 
piece to move us in that direction. As a nation 
composed of the people of many cultures, it is fitting to 
support the care of great historic and artistic sites which 
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define national character and pay tribute to human 
accomplishment of universal significance. 
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